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July / August 2026

Also online at www.stbrandon.org.uk/newsletter
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Village Tidy Up workers prior to the Open
Gardens Day



Parochial Church Council

Rector Rev’'d Dr Ros Lane (07803114732 or brancepethrector@gmail.com
Associate Minister Rev'd. Alison Hobbs (0191 3789670) alison@brancepethcastle.org.uk
Church Wardens: Mike Higton (0191 5974675)

James Morgan (0191 4476520)
Secretary Colin Waterman  (07713637128) colinwaterman069@gmail.com)
Treasurer Vickie Jackson (0191 3783581) treasr@stbrandon.org.uk
Deanery Synod Jane Stout (0191 3860618)

Peter Bailey (0781772896)

Other members:-

Carol Beeby (07592 975002) Diane Coles (07754958341), Timothy Elliot (0191 3896653,
07932 159548), Kenneth Howe (07710098705, 0191 3840589) Judith Minto (07905645674),
Alison Moore (0191 373 5674), Hannah Pokhylko (07392958934)

Lay Reader Geoff Moore (07854 696664)

Prayer Team Alison Hobbs (01913789670), Alison Moore (0191 373 5674).
Sunday School Martin Peacock (07503242074)

Messy Church Carol Beeby (07592 975002)

Organist Peter Downey

Village Choir Martyn Jones (0191 3789297)

Sacristans Carol Beeby (07592 975002)

Valeria Dietz, Pat Sharples.
Safeguarding Officer Geoff Moore (07854 696664)
Church Hire coordinator Diane Coles events@stbrandon.org.uk.

Electoral Roll Officer Jean Hodgson (jean.hodgson33@gmail.com)

Flower Guild Lynne Hastie (0191 3781871)

Churchyard Edward Staines (0191 3902304 or 07729855076)

Youth Club Geoff Moore (07854 696664) Martin Peacock (07503242074)

Worship Team Carol Beeby, Janette Foxe, Hester Higton, Rev’d Alison Hobbs, Alison
Moore, Geoff Moore, Martin Peacock.

AdminTeam Carol Beeby, Diane Coles, Sue Morgan, Gillian Smellie.

PMC Team: Alison Hobbs (ex officio), Alison Moore, James Morgan, Sue Morgan,
Jane Stout, Colin Waterman.

Fabric: Mike Higton (chair), James Morgan, Rev’d Alison Hobbs, Tom Hobbs,

Steve Hodgson, Edward Staines, George Rae.

Website www.stbrandon.org.uk

September Newsletter entries no later than August 1 8 th please.

Please send to Sue Morgan — sueatpeppermires@gmail.com

If you would prefer to receive an electronic copy of this newsletter, please contact
Hester Higton on hesterhigton@phonecoop.coop.
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Dear Friends,

Many of us were able to be at the installation of Rick Simpson as Bishop of
Durham in Durham Cathedral on 7% June. It was a wonderful occasion not
least because we know him, and Brancepeth was a fairly lengthy (11 years)
and important part of his earlier ministry which helped prepare him for this
new role (or, at least, we like to think so).

And, as | write, we look forward to welcoming Rick back to St Brandon’s on
30t June as he officiates at the Collation and Induction of Revd Dr Ros Lane

as our new Rector. A double welcome!

Looking beyond that and to the future, | was struck by many things in Rick’s
installation sermon, but particularly these words:

“I do not know if the Holy Spirit will move afresh powerfully here in our

Diocese, taking what we can offer and using that to enable people to

find life-changing, meaning-making, purpose-giving, community-

building faith afresh. But | do ask God every day to do that.
And he continued with a phrase that he used many times:

“I will walk with you ... confident that Christ is with us.”
But then he issued a request and a challenge:

“Would you join me every day asking the Holy Spirit to renew us?”
That seems to me both a very scary prayer to pray (what if the Holy Spirit
did?!), and yet also a very appropriate prayer to pray every day as Rick
begins his ministry of walking with us across the Diocese, and as we welcome
Ros to walk with us at the start of her ministry here.

With my best wishes

Geoff



PARISH COUNCIL NEWS

State of the Village

The Beautiful Brancepeth working group was pleased to note that the
latest Village Tidy exercise was a great success. There was an excellent
attendance from volunteers across the parish to whom we are very
grateful. Happily, less litter than usual needed to be collected, leaving folk
free to engage in more focused weeding and tidying of green spaces, as
well as the repainting of a further bench. Our efforts included the
clearance of a great deal of ivy and other growth from the stone walls at
the crossroads heading down the A690 towards Willington. This has
improved the appearance of the site as well as enhancing visibility for road
safety.

Our Clerk reported an impressively prompt response from the County
Council to a request from a resident to cut the long grass outside the Forge
along the A690. We are still liaising with the DCC about looking after the
unsightly patch of land opposite the car park on Wolsingham Road.
Similarly, we are chasing up with the County Council and Castle Estates
regarding the repair of the castle gate posts and the castle road. The latter
has been reported by residents as quite dangerous due to the alarming
state of the potholes.

Neighbourhood Plan

We are pleased to report that the examination process for our submitted
plan looks like it soon will reach a conclusion. The Examiner has visited the
parish and raised a host of queries about the details of the plan to which
the PC and the County Council have now responded. Only one local
stakeholder has raised any objections, but we are confident that we have
addressed these within our responses. We were delighted to see that the
DCC believes that the NP is in general conformity with the County Durham
Plan and is satisfied that the plan's approach is not in conflict with any
strategic policies.

So, subject to the ultimate decision by the Examiner, which is likely to
include the need for us to make some relatively small amendments to the




text of the plan, we hope that it will be approved over the summer. We can
then move onto a referendum. As always, we will keep you posted.

Local Roadworks

The County Council have provided an update to our Clerk regarding the
works to signalise the junction of St John’s Road and the A690 in
Meadowfield. Now that the utility diversions required are complete,
construction works have commenced. Temporary traffic lights will probably
be in operation for a further three months (TBC) to facilitate the works.

In addition, the DCC inform us that a new ‘pop-up’ Park and Ride facility
will be introduced within the existing Meadowfield Leisure Centre car park.
This will make use of dedicated existing parking bays, allowing users to
park free of charge and get the bus from nearby bus stops into Durham
City. Works will also include resurfacing adjacent footways and the
replacement of bus shelters.

Date of next Parish Council meeting

Our next meeting is scheduled to take place on Monday 20th July 2026 at
7:30 pm in the Village Hall. Members of the public are very welcome to
attend but it would be helpful if you could let our Clerk know in advance so
we can manage seating: clerk@brancepeth-parish-council.org.uk

Brancepeth Garden Club: Stockley Farm Garden Walkabout

Friday 3rd July 6pm
SOLD OUT!
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National Open Gardens Scheme

On Saturday 20th June the village once again opened its gardens to the
public in aid of The National Garden Scheme, a charity which raises millions
for the benefit of cancer and hospice charities amongst many similar good
causes. A cause closer to home is the support of the Village Hall and over
250 visitors that day contributed over £1000 net for our VH. The whole
village looked beautiful and the 10 private gardens, the allotments and the
Church yard are a credit to the dedicated gardeners who look after them.
The plants supplied for the hospice stall raised £250.00. They were
delighted.

The catering team organised by Jo Dalton and Josie Armstrong worked all
day serving drinks and feeding the visitors with donated cakes and
sandwiches. The whole event was a great team effort involving many
people working together. We are so lucky to have so many willing
volunteers here and the Castle owners who provided parking.

Alison Young

And the clear up effort beforehand!

A good number of villagers turned out on Saturday 13th June to further
enhance the Beautiful Brancepeth project. The main exercise was a start
on ivy clearing from the estate wall alongside the A690. The intention is
that, if the wall is visible, it makes approaching traffic aware that a village is
being entered and hopefully makes drivers more observant of the speed
limit. The task proved harder than anticipated but a good start was
achieved. But, aside from this, many thanks to the litter pickers, bench
painters and general clearer-uppers who all did their part to keep
Brancepeth beautiful. Everyone’s efforts are appreciated.

(See photos on inside front cover)
Edward Staines



St Brandon’s July-August 2026 — Services and readings

Sunday services are at 10:15am every week.

If you are unable to join in person, you are welcome to join online for those services
which are livestreamed (shown by * below), or to view the recording later,

at https://www.facebook.com/StBrandons

Sun 5t July 5th Sunday after Trinity | Parish Eucharist
Readings First James Morgan Romans 7:15-25a
Gospel Mike Higton Matt. 11:16-19, 25-
end
Psalm 145:8-15

Intercessions

Colin Waterman

*Sun 12t July

6" Sunday after Trinity

Parish Eucharist

Readings First Judith Minto Romans 8:1-11
Gospel Helen Elliot Matt. 13:1-9, 18-23
Psalm 65

Intercessions Geoff Moore

Sun 19t July

7t Sunday after Trinity

Parish Eucharist

Readings

First

Alison Moore

Romans 8:12-25

Gospel

Linda Waterman

Matt. 13:24-30, 36-43

Psalm

86:11-end

Intercessions

Richard Fenwick

*Sun 26 July

8t Sunday after Trinity

Parish Eucharist

Readings First Gillian Smellie Romans 8:26-end
Gospel Sue Morgan Matt. 13:31-33, 44-52
Psalm 119:129-136

Intercessions

James Morgan

Sun 2nd 9th Sunday after Trinity | Parish Eucharist

August

Readings First Hester Higton Romans 9:1-5
Gospel Wilfred Foxe Matt. 14:13-21
Psalm 145:8-9, 15-end

Intercessions

Martin Peacock
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*Sun 9th 10" Sunday after Parish Eucharist

August Trinity

Readings First Martin Peacock | Romans 10:5-15
Gospel Janette Foxe Matt. 14:22-33
Psalm 85:8-13

Intercessions Richard Fenwick

Sun 16" 11" Sunday after Parish Eucharist

August Trinity

Readings First Kenneth Howe Romans 11:1-2a, 29-

32
Gospel Jean Hodgson Matt. 15:[10-20], 21-
28

Psalm 67

Intercessions Hester Higton

*Sun 23" 12t Sunday after Parish Eucharist

August Trinity

Readings First Jane Stout Romans 12:1-8
Gospel Timothy Elliot Matt. 16:13-20
Psalm 138

Intercessions Alison Moore

Sun 30th 13th Sunday after Parish Eucharist

August Trinity

Readings First Judith Minto Romans 12:9-end
Gospel Colin Waterman | Matt. 16:21-end
Psalm 26:1-8

Intercessions Edward Staines

Sun 6t Harvest Parish Eucharist

September

Readings First Helen Elliot Thbc
Gospel Alison Moore Thbc
Psalm Thbc

Intercessions

Colin Waterman




Sidespersons

Jul 5" Peter Bailey & Josie Armstrong

Jul 12t Jean Hodgson & Sue Morgan

Jul 19t Vera Melenets & Hanna Pokhylko
Jul 26" Diane & Gordon Cassap

Aug 2" Pat Sharples & Richard Fenwick
Aug 9t Peter Bailey & Josie Armstrong
Aug 16™ Jean Hodgson & Sue Morgan
Aug 239Vera Melenets & Hanna Pokhylko
Aug 30t Diane & Gordon Cassap

Sept 6" Peter Bailey & Richard Fenwick

Church Cleaning

July — Team C

Carole Beeby, Vickie Jackson, Janette Foxe, Gillian Smellie

August — Team A

Alison Moore, Anne Elliot, Pat Sharples, Jane Stout

September — Team B

Sue Morgan, Annette Johnson, Hillary Moss, Diane Cassop

Coffee

Jul 5t Jeanette Metcalfe
Jul 12t Diane Coles

Jul 19t Alison Moore

Jul 26t Sue Morgan

Aug 2nd Geraldine Jennings
Aug 9th Diane Coles

Aug 16% Jeanette Metcalfe
Aug 23 Jean Hodgson
Aug 30t Alison Moore
Sept 6t Annette Johnson

Churchyard Mowing Rota 2026

Flowers
Wedding (Guild)
Christine Dodd
Lynne Hastie
Hillary Moss
Diane Coles
Anne Elliot
Eileen Crawford
Lynne Hastie
Sheena Murray
Annette Johnson

Tech Team

Alison & Geoff

Peter

Alison & Geoff

Hester & Mike

215t June - 4t July Edward Staines, Martin Peacock

5th - 18t July James Morgan, David Wilkes

19t July - 15t August James Dalton, Richie Brown

2nd - 15t August Barry Dickinson, Michael Stephenson
16t - 29t August Tom Hobbs, Richard Hobbs

30t August - 12t Sept James Dalton, Richie Brown



Help us to “re-illuminate” our church.

We need to raise a substantial sum of money to have

the lighting system repaired and the bulbs changed to
be more sustainable.

After special services there are a lot of

leftover candles which cannot be reused
and it is a shame to throw them away. We have

melted, cleaned and remoulded the wax into these
candles.

By purchasing one of these candles made from the wax
you can help us to reach our goal more quickly.

Small candle £2.00
Medium candle £4 .00
Large candle £6.00

Many thanks for your support.

Brancepeth Youth Club

July 2026
The Youth Club is an Open Club run by the Church, and all young people in the
Village (and beyond, and their friends) are warmly welcome. The age range is from
11 to 17 years inclusive.
We meet fortnightly in the Village Hall on Sundays at 6.00-7.30pm. The dates for the
rest of this term are:
July 5,19 -BBQin the Castle grounds

For the BBQ there will be a charge of £2 per person. Youth Club members are very
welcome to bring a friend, but we will need a signed consent form in advance or on
the night.

Leaders
Geoff Moore 07854 696664 durmoores@btinternet.com
Martin Peacock 07503 242074
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Do you have any unwanted left over currency?

Mary’s Meals currently works in 16 of the world’s poorest
countries, feeding over 3 million young children, one good meal every day in
their place of education. They are asking you to donate any left-over foreign
currency or obsolete UK currency that you may have lying around. Just bring
any foreign or old coins/notes to Church. (Labelled envelopes will be
provided near the door for you to post through the “Donations” slot). The
Church will pass them on to the charity. The money raised from this initiative
will help Mary’s Meals to bring hope to desperately hungry children across
the globe. Every 10p is enough to provide a hungry child with a nutritious
meal in school. Mary’s Meals would like to thank you for your support and
prayers.

Colin Waterman

Wednesday Coffee Morning
10:30-11:30am

Village Hall
15t July James and Val
8t July Martyn and Christine
15% July Janiece and Diana
22" July Rosemary and Martyn
29 July Margot and Val
5% August Martyn and Christine
12t August Janiece and Vivienne
19" August Nicola and Christine
26" August Margot and Val
2" Sept Martyn and Christine

(Please contact Martyn or Christine - 0191 378 9297 — if you need to swap your rota date.

Book Club

In July Peter and Evelyn Aitken will host us on Friday 17th at Raygill Farm, Lartington, Barnard

I Castle DL12 9DG. We will meet a little earlier than usual at 6 p.m. and will discuss Conclave by

| Robert Harris.

On 11 September we will visit Nick and Dawn Ellis’s home, 24 Goodwell Lea at 7.30pm. We'll be

reading, ‘Butter’, by Asako Yuzuki, a story based on a serial murder case involving home cooking!
Val Gibbons



Bulb Appeal

—_— St Brandon’s needs your help!

- If you have been in recently, you may have noticed
problems with our lighting: blown bulbs, switches that
don’t work, lights that couldn’t be dimmed during the
carol service, lights above the altar that we can’t turn
on at all.
We are in the midst of repairs, but we still have a way
to go, and these repairs are costing us upward of
£5,000. And, as with all aspects of the upkeep of St Brandon’s, the only money
we have to spend is the money we raise ourselves.

We are entirely reliant upon local generosity.
We need working lights to keep St Brandon’s open - not just for regular
services, but for festivals, for weddings and funerals, and for concerts and
village events.
If you can help, £30 will cover the cost of replacing one bulb (that’s the
cost of a single bulb, plus a portion of the associated labour and equipment
costs). £60 will cover two; £150 five...
You can donate online by going to
https://givealittle.co/c/stbrandonslighting,
or you can find out about other ways to donate at
https://stbrandon.org.uk/give/
If you want more information about the project,
please contact Mike Higton on mike.higton@durham.ac.uk
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The New Church Gates

After having been stored in the Rectory stables for some years the church
gates were taken to the workshop of Keith Harrison. Keith originally trained at
Harrison and Harrison as an Organ builder. During his time with them Keith
was tasked with working on many fine instruments around the country
including the refurbishment of the Organ Console at Westminster Abbey.
Throughout his work on the gates Keith’s dedication and generosity with both
his time and skills has meant labour costs were kept low.

The high quality of the materials used in new gates should ensure their
longevity. The project has been made possible by the financial support of the
Brancepeth Archives and History Group for which the St Brandon’s is truly
grateful.
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Come and join in the fun

Sunday 12th July
3-5pm in church

Messy Church Picnic - bring your own picnic and blanket

to sit on.
Bible story and games (hopefully outside if the weather allows)

SAVE THE NEXT DATES:
Sunday 20th September 2026 3pm - 5pm
Sunday 11th October 2026 3pm - 5pm

8]
UMDY
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[ AW

COME AND JOIN THE FUN!

ACTIVITIES AND STORIES FROM THE BIBLE.

WE GET TOGETHER AFTER THE FIRST HYMN AND REJOIN THE SERVICE FOR
COMMUNION.

Every Sunday at the 10.15 service until 19th July, when we have a break for the
school holidays returning on Sunday 6th September.

WE LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING YOU



A CHOIR! A VOICE!
Ladies Choir
Presents

FRIDAY NIGHT IS MUSIC NIGHT!

Prepare to have fun, laugh and shed a tear!

FRIDAY 17 JULY at 7.30pm

This lovely ladies choir together with Musical Director
and pianist Pamela Pritchard, would love you to join
them for an emotional roller coaster of an evening.

The choir will be joined by tenor, Henry Davies who will
be part of a programme of well known and not so well
known pieces, both sung and played, from many
different genres.

There promises to be something for everyone and you
may even be invited to join in (if you’d like to) so we’d

love to see youl!

Tickets: £11 (under 18 - £8) For sale on the door



HARVEST FESTIVAL

SOUP Sunday 6t
September 2026
SANDWICH & from 12.00 midday
in St Brandons
SWEET LUNCH Church
ALL WELCOME in aid of the Church
£10
[ Contact - Diane Coles 07754955341
f‘ (diane.coles@icloud.com)or listin

Church forsigning up to event

I If you have visitors and need extra space to accommodate them, | am offering 30%

i off to all Brancepeth residents on the holiday let at 12, Goodwell Lea. It was my

i parents’ bungalow - Kath & Bill Currie and for now it is available for hire. If you are

I interested, message Carlene (the lady that helps me with bookings) on 07920195767
i and give her the code 30%brancepethresidant (nothing high tech there!) - kindly -

| Beth.

Holiday Accommodation Available in Brancepeth

BETH SILVERBIRCH

CERTIFIED TRAINER IN NONVIOLENT
COMMUNICATION

Dates for the Diary:-



https://linktr.ee/bethsilverbirch

July/Aug Mondays - Snooker, 7.30pm, Village Hall

July/Aug Mondays - Yoga, 7.30pm, Village Hall

July/Aug Monday - Knit and Natter Jul 6th & 20th, Aug 3rd & 17th Village Hall, 2-4pm.
July/Aug Tuesdays - Village Community Choir, 7.00pm -8.00pm, Village Hall

July/Aug Wednesdays - Art Group, 7.00 —9.00pm, Village Hal

July/Aug Wednesdays - Tai Chi 9.30-10.30, Village Hall

July/Aug Wednesdays - Coffee Mornings in the Village Hall, 10.30-11.30am

July/Aug Thursdays - Indoor Bowls, 10.00-12.00, Village Hall

July/Aug Thursdays - Badminton, 7.30pm, Village Hall

July/Aug Sundays - Capoeira Classes, 10.00 — 11.30am, Village Hall

July Sunday - Youth Club, July 7th & 21st, 6.00pm -8.00pm, Village Hall

1st Saturday each month - Archive Room in Castle open between 9.00am — 1.00pm

July 3rd Fri Garden Club Walkabout, Stockley Grove
July 12th Sun Messy Church, 3.00pm -5.00pm, Church
July 17th Fri A Choir! A Voice Concert, 7.30pm (doors open 7.00pm), Church
July 17th Fri Book Club, 6.00pm, Raygill Farm, Lartington, DL12 9DG.
July 20th Mon Parish Council, 7.30pm, Village Hall
Sept 5th Sat Garden Club Autumn Show, Village Hall
Sept 6th Sun Harvest Soup, Sandwich & Sweet Lunch, 12.00noon, Church
Sept 11th Fri Book Club, 7.30pm, 24 Goodwell Lea
Sept 20th Sun Messy Church, 3.00pm -5.00pm, Church
Oct 11th Sun Messy Church, 3.00pm -5.00pm, Church
Photos

Front cover — ©-Sue Morgan, The newly installed church gates, fabricated by Keith
Harrison

Inside front cover — ©- Edward Staines, National Open Gardens & tidy up
beforehand 20th June.

Inside back cover — ©-Sam Gibbons, Brancepeth celebrates with Rick & Rachel after
his Installation as Bishop of Durham at the Cathedral

©Archives group, Item of the month
Back cover — ©-A Choir! A Voice, Concert Advertisement

Newsletter entries for September no later than August 18 th please.
Please send to Sue Morgan at sueatpeppermires@gmail.com

View newsletter on line at www.stbrandon.org.uk/newsletter
You can also join us on our Facebook Page (https://www.facebook.com/StBrandon
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Brancepeth Community Association - Management Committee

Martyn Jones Chairman Karen Watts Annual Membership
lan Stoker Vice chairman Karen Stoddart Social Secretary

Val Gibbons Secretary, Peter Burdess Hall Bookings

Jo Dalton Treasurer & Website Jean Merrington

Church Representative
www.brancepethcommunityassociation.co.uk
Tel: 0191 3783952

Parish Activities

Chairman B.C.A. Martyn Jones, 32 Goodwell Lea (0191 3789297)

Vice Chairman lan Stoker, ian.stoker57.is@googlemail.com

Secretary Val Gibbons, valmgibbons@gmail.com (0191 3784200)
Treasurer & Website Joanne Dalton, 1 rectory Cottages, (07876 624626)

Social Secretary Karen Stoddart, karistod@icloud.com

Annual Membership Karen Watts, k.watts8 @talktalk.net

Hall Bookings Peter Burdess —07748 158703 or peterburdess@btinternet.com
Archives & History Vivienne Lowe, 17 The Village (0191 3780974)

Art Group Jeanette Metcalfe, (0191 3781646)

Badminton Sue Morgan, (0191 3781172)

Brancepeth Allotment  James Morgan (Chair), Richard Hobbs (Sec), Martin Welsh (Treas)
& Leisure Gardeners’ Club baacommittee3@gmail.com

Book Club Val Gibbons (0191 3784200)

Drama Martin Peacock (07503242074)

Flower Guild Jessie Brown (0191 3782748)

Garden Club Helen Todman (Chair) helentodman@googlemail.com or Secretary,

Martin Welsh m.welsh@reflex-technical.com

Snooker Bookings Jo Dalton, 1 Rectory Cottages (07876 624626)
Wednesday Coffee Christine Jones (0191 3789297)

Yoga Lynne Hastie (0191 3781871)

Youth Club Geoff Moore (0191 3735674)

Parish Council

Thomas Hobbs, Chair: tom.rhobbs@hotmail.co.uk
Nick Ellis - Vice chair; n.t.ellis@durham.ac.uk
Philip Davison, philipdavison000@btinternet.com
Catherine Stevenson: catherine@jamsey.net

Julie Daneshyer: jh.daneshyer@hotmail.com
Martin Welsh: m.welsh@ reflex-technical.com

Parish Clerk Kirsty Charlton clerk@brancepeth-parish-council.org.uk
County Councillors: Cathy Hunt & Emma Hunt www.brancepeth-parish-council.org.uk
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Durham

From the Archive this month

A silver metal hip flask won in a competition at Brancepeth Golf Club in
1991 by Chris Hilton. Chris was to go on to become Captain of the Royal
and Ancient Golf Club, 2018-19

This is just one of the items which can be seen in the Archive Room in
Brancepeth Castle. Open on the first Saturday in every month 9am-1pm.




A CHOIR! A VOICE!
Ladies Choir

presents

FRIDAY NIGHT IS
MUSIC NIGHT!

Favourites GALORE from many different genres.
Prepare for laughter and tears!

Guest: HENRY DAVIES - TENOR
Musical Director: PAMELA PRITCHARD

FRIDAY 17th JULY at 7.30pm
(doors open 7pm)

St Brandon’s Church, Brancepeth,
Durham DH7 8DF
(Plenty of parking at the church)

Tickets at the door- £11
(under 18 years £8)

For more information contact:
Musical Director PAMELA PRITCHARD 07885 615030




