
 
19 Sept 21   HARVEST FESTIVAL. 

 
Psalm 126; Joel 2: 21-27 
Matthew 6: 25-33 
 
Year by year we gather at Harvest to celebrate God’s generosity, the earth’s bounty, 

the partnership between the Creator God and his  people which enables us to have 

food to eat and so much more besides. As Christians we are called to be Harvest 
People. 

For the Jewish people, faith and farming went hand in hand: 

Sowing and reaping marked the calendar, and in the Old Testament we often read 

phrases like ‘at the beginning of the barley harvest’ or ‘when the grape harvest was 

ended’...  

In that agrarian society, the spiritual and ethical health of  the nation were reflected in 

the fields: a good harvest was a sign of God’s blessing, a failed harvest an image of 

terror and dismay, as was alluded to in our first reading from Joel. We’ll return to that 

in a moment.. 

Harvest festivals were celebrated  three times a year. 

The feast of Passover was timed to coincide with the barley harvest, the feast of 

Pentecost with the wheat harvest, and the feast of booths or Tabernacles with the 

fruit harvest. 

Jesus’ whole life and ministry were set in this context.  

It was in the spring at Passover, the barley harvest,  that Jesus died and rose 

again, fulfilling prophecies  of God’s rescue of his people, and  enacting the creation 

truth  that unless a grain falls into the ground and dies, it will not bear fruit...  

 

Then at Pentecost, about 6 weeks later, the wheat harvest,  the disciples were 

gathered in Jerusalem for the feast when  the Holy Spirit came upon them in power 

and the church was born. That was the beginning of the spiritual Harvest which our 

first hymn spoke about - the harvest of lives ‘free from sorrow, free from sin’  through 

the love and grace of God. 

Finally, we read In John’s gospel that Jesus goes to Jerusalem for the Feast of 
Tabernacles,  the fruit harvest, about this time of year. On the last and greatest 

day of the feast Jesus stands up in the temple and declares 



Let anyone who is thirsty come to me, and let anyone who believes in me drink. As 

the Scripture says ’Out of the believer’s heart shall flow rivers of living water.’ 

Water, so vital for every part of harvest, is also the sign of the Holy Spirit, who will 

bring about the harvest of righteousness in the lives of God’s people. 

 

Thus from the very beginning, those who follow Jesus Christ have been Harvest 
People. As we journey through the Christian calendar, the cycles of the seasons and 

our engagement with Jesus’ life combine to help us live in tune with God’s ways and 

priorities, and to remember our dependence on God for both our physical and 

spiritual needs.  

God’s people have always needed to be reminded of this. The prophet Joel, whose 

words we heard in today’s first reading, calls for repentance for flouting God’s laws 

and living selfishly and irresponsibly, with only outward shows of remorse.  

Rend your hearts, and not your garments, he says memorably, earlier in chapter 2.  

In its original context, this prophecy came to the people of the southern kingdom of 

Judah, some time after their return from exile in Babylon, while memories of the loss, 

pain and shame of that experience are still fresh. So v 25 hits home, telling the 

mercy and compassion of God: 
25 I will repay you for the years that the swarming locust has eaten, 

the hopper, the destroyer, and the cutter, 

   my great army, which I sent against you. 

At this point I could tell you about the life cycle of the locust, that they hop, destroy, 

cut and swarm at different stages of their development. I could remind you that the 

plague of locusts, one of the 10 pleagues which  God sent upon Pharoah and Egypt, 

was not just an annoying insect problem, but the annihilation of their entire food 

supply chain. I could remind you that John the Baptist, preparing he way for Christ,  

symbolically eats locusts, along with wild honey, in the desert, locusts  that were 

feared, dreaded, a common enemy, like an invading, unstoppable army…… 

 

In these last days, are we not experiencing such things, among us and across the 

world? That’s why I chose to read from Joel today, because it speaks so powerfully 

today. Across the world thousands, indeed millions, live under threat and flee from it,  

be that a conquering army in Afghanistan, raging wildfires in California, the plague of 



a global pandemic, or climate emergencies too many to mention.  This is now real for 

us, in a way I could never have imagined in my childhood. 

 

As God’s people we need to repent, to rend our hearts before God,  

even as we thank him today for all his goodness. 

A Harvest festival which does not recognise this would be hollow and hypocritical. 

Therefore, let us resolve to live every day as God’s Harvest People.  

• People who recognize our utter dependence on God 

• People who cry out to God to rescue our world, to save us from the 

destruction towards which this earth is heading due to climate change.  

• People who repent of living as if we own the planet and have a right to 

squander its resources for our own needs alone 

• People who are generous in sharing the bounty with which God has blessed 

us. 

• People who resolve to live more simply, live with less,  rediscover the joy of  

‘enough’  and who refuse to collude with our society’s never-ending drive for 

more and more 

 

Finally, may we be people who know that  all we have is given by God, who do 

not take this for granted but respond with thanks and praise, for every 

expressions of his love in our lives and world..  

For this thankfulness and praise draws us close to God, and it is God who will 

change our minds, our hearts and our lives. 

So I close with a moment’s silence, then a short prayer of George Herbert: 

 

Dear Lord, 
Thou hast given so much to me... Give me one thing more- a grateful heart.  

 

 

 
 

 
 


