
Trinity 3: Sin and salvation 

St. Brandon’s                   Romans 6: (1-11), 12-end             28 June 2020 

 

When Anna contacts those of us who are on the rota for preaching, presiding or leading there are 

two strategies we might employ in responding. The first, obviously, is to consult our diaries to 

determine our availability (mostly pretty free at present, unsurprisingly!). The second is to consult 

the readings for each Sunday to determine when we wouldn’t at all mind preaching and, perhaps 

more importantly, when we really wouldn’t want to preach! Now I am not accusing my fellow 

‘rotarians’, of employing the second strategy, but I am thinking that it might be one I want to follow 

in future – today’s readings being a case in point! I started by looking at the Epistle from Romans and 

established pretty quickly that I’d preach from the gospel. But when I turned to that ... it didn’t help 

much either. So Romans 6 it is – I hope you’re up for a challenge! 

One immediate problem, however, is that the first few verses – 12-14 – are really the second half of 

last week’s Epistle reading, and they themselves depend on the argument in Chapter 5. So we need 

to consider the whole of Chapter 6 and more. And I thought the best thing might be to try to 

summarise the argument in seven easy-to-follow steps. So pay attention, because there will be a test 

at the end and, of course, your salvation depends on getting all the answers right! 

1. Since we have been justified before God through our faith in Jesus Christ, so that we are in a 

state of grace (that’s actually all from Chapter 5), why don’t we carry on sinning so that grace 

may abound? 

2. Because we have been baptised into Christ’s death and buried with Him, so we have died to 

sin, because whoever has died is free from sin. 

3. And more, because Christ has been raised from the dead, we believe we will also be raised 

from the dead – alive to God and sinless. 

4. So we are no longer in a state, or a condition, where we are enslaved to sin or, in other 

words, under the dominion of sin. 

5. That doesn’t mean, however, that we can’t sin, but it does mean that we should do 

everything we can to avoid it. And we are enabled in that by God’s love, which has been 

poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit (that bit is also from Chapter 5).  

6. There is, therefore, a process of sanctification – of being made more and more holy – going 

on in our lives, the end or the purpose of which is eternal life. 

7. So that, by way of summary, the wages of continuing to be in a state or condition of sin is 

death (so why would we choose that?), but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus 

our Lord (so why wouldn’t we choose that?). 

OK? Got it? Simple, isn’t it? Well, except perhaps in application. 

Two weeks ago, Alison spoke of us being sent out into the world with a message of hope. This, 

provided we are ourselves attempting, at least, to live up to it, is the message of hope, the good 

news, that we have to proclaim. Some attempt to do that by trying to scare people into the Kingdom 

[picture of ‘the wages of sin is death’ placard]. Perhaps we should do the same – what chances of 

getting a Faculty for this outside St Brandon’s?! [picture]. If we were to do it, however, we should at 

least include the positive side as well [picture showing all of Romans 6: 23]. But somehow we know 
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we’re on to a loser, don’t we? Sin? The simple three letter word with ‘I’ in the middle. A word over-

associated with individual sexual immorality on which the Church seems to be hung up? How on 

earth are we supposed to convey all this, and the good news of the grace of God, to ‘the world’, even 

if we can live up to it ourselves? 

Well, perhaps one way is to ask whether ‘the world’ out there has any concept of sin, and perhaps 

also of grace, even if it doesn’t use those words. And what’s been on ‘the world’s’ agenda recently, 

aside from the pandemic, is of course this [picture of George Floyd / Black Lives Matter]. And there is 

here, I think, a deep understanding of sin. And it’s sin that is both personal / individual – the 

policeman or policemen who killed George Floyd – and collective. The protests have been as much 

about racial injustice, systemic injustice in our institutions, including those which are meant to 

uphold peace and order, as about individual acts or omissions. The aim of the protests at their best is 

to bring such injustice to an end – to establish, in our words, a state of grace. 

We’ve seen something similar in the protests in this country. This [picture] is a picture of the statue 

of Edward Colston, pulled to the ground by protestors in Bristol. Colston was a great benefactor to 

the city of Bristol, but his wealth came from the slave trade. The protests recognise both the colossal 

sins of this one man, but also the collective sins of a society that thrived on the slave trade. And 

again, at their best the protests are about recognising the continued exploitation – modern slavery – 

that still goes on, that we are all complicit in, and seeking to bring such injustice to an end – to 

establish, in our words, a state of grace. 

And I think there is something that we perhaps need to learn from this. That sin is often collective 

not just individual – it’s about the sins of society, what we collectively do, or fail to do, to others, as 

well as about personal sins. You probably didn’t notice it, but I deliberately used ‘we’ in my summary 

of Romans 5 and 6. And I did that partly to make this point, but also because (my theological 

consultant assured me) Paul uses both singular and plural forms in those chapters. He recognises 

that it’s both ‘me’ and ‘we’ – and I wanted to emphasise the latter. 

When the disciples asked Jesus to teach them how to pray, He gave them plural words – ‘Our 

Father’; ‘Give us today our daily bread’; ‘Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us’. 

Jesus seemed to be saying that our worst sins are those that we engage in collectively against others, 

and they against us. The Church of England’s liturgy follows this, of course. Right at the beginning of 

each Eucharist, whatever we may have said and sought by way of personal forgiveness during the 

week, we come together and acknowledge that we (collectively) have sinned against God and our 

neighbour, and that we (collectively) are truly sorry, and that we (collectively) wish to be forgiven. 

So what might all that mean, practically? Well, I guess we should start here [picture of the outside of 

St Brandon’s]. Is there anything in the history of our Church, and particularly in the resources that 

were required to build, extend, refurbish it, of which we need to be aware and potentially to repent 

of? There’s nothing obvious from the history of St Brandon’s on the website (I checked), but was 

nobody ever exploited in the accumulation of the resources, or the actual building work, that were 

required at various points in its history? And what of the inside [picture]? Is there anything / anyone 

here whose memorial might give us pause for thought and perhaps action – at least by way of 

explanation and acknowledgement of sins committed? 
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But more generally, what are those collective sins which we as Church, as the collective people of 

God, continue to commit, and how might we share common cause with ‘the world’ in undoing 

them? Isn’t climate change a collective sin against the Creator, and against current and future 

generations who are and will be affected? And, as we come out of lockdown, what are we as a 

society going to do about the estimated half a million people falling destitute in England (let alone 

around the rest of the world) in the coming months (we’ve all heard already of huge redundancies 

and there will be more to come)? There is the potential for a huge sin of omission here. And so on – 

there are so many other examples we could easily think of. 

But perhaps all this opens up Romans 5 and 6 to us in a way that we haven’t really grappled with 

before. Paul is very concerned about sin and about us not continuing to sin. So should we be – 

indeed, we ought to be more alert to sin, and perhaps particularly to collective sin, than ‘the world’ 

around us (though too often we haven’t been). But, we can also point to the fact that this doesn’t 

have to be the continuing condition that we and ‘the world’ lives in. There are resources available 

from the God of all grace that mean that we, collectively, can die to all of this. That we, collectively, 

can rise to new life. That in the love of God poured into our hearts by the Holy Spirit there is 

collective sanctification – communities, societies, a world that can live more and more under the 

grace of God. Until we all receive the free gift of God which is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. The 

only test there is, therefore, is not a test of our knowledge, as I implied earlier, but a test of our love. 

Surely that’s a message both to take to heart and then to share. 

Amen 

 

 


