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I have thought about this at length. I probably have never spent this much time pouring over the 

meaning of one piece of gospel, let alone trying to offer a commentary for a much more experienced 

audience. 

The gospel we have been reading since the beginning of Holy Week, has all been centred on the 

concept of power. A king’s power. God’s power. The people of Jerusalem’s expectation of that 

power, is subverted when Jesus rides into the city on a donkey; hardly a mighty steed. Later, the 

disciples are promised power via worship of Jesus, with the promise of the ability to cast mountains 

into the sea. In this passage however, power seems to missing. I struggled long and hard to find it in 

my preparation for this, until I realised Mathew 26:1-16, arguably, highlights the most powerful 

ability of God’s will: for His son Jesus to die. What? Death of oneself hardly seems like a powerful 

ability. If anything, the fact that Jesus can die surely undermines his supposed divine heritage. 

Not true. The reason it’s so powerful is because of its inevitability and certainty. Jesus will die. This 

had been predicted in the Old Testament hundreds of years prior, and in the beginning of the text 

itself, Jesus says: “As you know, the Passover is two days away—and the Son of Man will be handed 

over to be crucified.” The three scenes that follow, show the different ways people reacted to, and 

prepared for, Christ’s inevitable death. This is what Mathew 26:1-16 is about.  

The first is the priests’ plot, which represents the foolishness of humans trying to change fate against 

God’s sovereign plan. The sovereign plan to kill Jesus on Passover, the most important day of the 

festival. These priests were the establishment and designated religious leaders of the people. It’s 

ironic then, that they actively try and act against God’s will. Already, that had tried to kill Jesus, 

numerous times, before his chosen time of sacrifice, and despite their failures to kill him, they still 

have not learned the pointlessness of their attempts; because now they plan to kill Jesus after the 

festival, fearing a riot among the people, if he was killed on Passover. They are ignorant to the 

inevitability of Jesus’ Passover death.  

Next is Mary’s memorialisation with the pouring of the perfume. Contrasting with the priests’ 

pointless schemes, Mary’s act is one of pure worship. We know that the perfume she dowsed Jesus 

in was incredibly expensive, costing a labourer’s entire year’s pay. It was most likely her most 

valuable possession. However, acts of dedication aren’t affected by petty restrictions such as 

expenses. This is shown in how “she poured (the perfume) on his head” suggesting she emptied the 

entirety of the valuable contents and had little concern for cost. She knows Jesus will die, because 

she has been listening attentively to him saying it. Unlike the priests, she does not try and prevent it 

but instead reacts with a pure act of worship.  

However, the disciples’ reaction is less than admirable. The text says: The disciples were indignant 

when they saw this, and said: “Why this waste? For this perfume might have been sold for a high 

price and the money given to the poor.” At face value, we may even agree with these complaints, 

however this reveals the egocentric and foolish nature of the disciples. They, like all of us tend to do, 

measure value in manmade concepts of currency and monetary worth, and fail to see the inherent 

worth of an act of worship. Jesus scolds them for criticising Mary, praising her because she was the 

only one responding appropriately in preparation to his imminent death, saying: For when she 

poured this perfume on my body, she did it to prepare me for burial. Granted, the disciples are not 

scheming in the shadows on how to directly circumvent God’s plan like the priests, but neither are 

they fully accepting the reality of the situation like Mary has.  



In conclusion, if the priests can be considered the model for what not to do, then Mary’s actions can 

definitely be considered as the model for our own worship. God is all powerful. This is as true as true 

can be. Even if we disagree, or struggle to understand his truth, such as the fact that Jesus must and 

will die, we cannot change this truth. Worship is to communicate and understand God, not 

circumvent him. On a more personal note, the last week, I admit have struggled to link this text to 

our current crisis of COVID-19. As a footnote, the scene of Mary’s act of worship takes place in the 

house of Simon the Leper, and Jesus’ presence in his home is a refreshing contrast to the world of 

self-isolation and quarantine we are currently experiencing. For Jesus and the disciples to be there, 

Simon must have recovered and was most likely hosting Jesus as a way to thank him, crediting his 

recovery to God. I hope we can use Simon’s example of recovery as a hopeful outcome for everyone 

we know to be affected by this pandemic. Right now, much like Mary and the disciples, who did not 

fully understand why Jesus must die, we too do not understand why this pandemic has befallen us. 

But what Mathew teaches is, even in times of uncertainty and doubt, we must not stray from 

following God even if we do not fully understand him. Because all attempts to act against God’s 

sovereign plan are foolish and will only end in failure and self-destruction.  

 


