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Luke 10:1-11, 16-20 
 

Go in peace… 

I want to begin this morning with a thank you to Geoff, both for his inspiring sermon last 

week- not many people can get William Wordsworth and Power Rangers into the same talk- 

and for his letter in the July and August newsletter, reminding us that so called ‘ordinary 

time’ is a period for growth and fruitfulness, not just a gap between Trinity Sunday and 

Harvest. This year there are only 19 Sundays after Trinity, so we’d better make the most of 

them… 

In this stage of the year we read large sections of the gospel - in our 3 year lectionary or 

schedule of readings, we take it in turns to read Matthew, Mark and Luke… and this year it’s 

Luke. 

Luke who has so many of the best of Jesus’ parables, well-observed encounters with 

individuals, and wonderful insights into the 12 disciples, their triumphs and failings. 

But this Sunday our reading ‘pans out’ a bit and focuses on the bigger picture and on Jesus’ 

‘mission strategy’ as we might term it today.  

The good news of Jesus is spreading like wildfire and the Kingdom of God is growing, fast. 

In chapter 9 of Luke, Jesus sends out his 12 closest disciples, with instructions to travel light, 

accept hospitality, and move on from anywhere they are not welcome. 

But now, just a chapter later (albeit 62 verses!) Jesus is sending out another 70!  In some 

versions the number is 72…That’s growth, in anybody’s book.   

I wonder who they all were, these seventy?  

Certainly, members of the crowds who followed Jesus wherever he went. They could have 

been from Jerusalem, Judea, Tyre, Sidon, any of the areas he’d already visited. They might 

have included Jairus, whose daughter Jesus healed, or the widow and her resurrected son 

from the town of Nain, or the man released from demon possession across on the other side 

of Lake Galilee, or the one whose hand was healed by Jesus in the synagogue.   



And why does Luke tell us the exact number? 

Well, it’s part of the bigger picture, the bigger story of Jesus bringing in God’s kingdom on 

earth. 

The sending out is in two stages. First, the twelve disciples, who mirror the twelve tribes of 

Israel, are sent to the Jewish people, just as Jesus visited the synagogues first, wherever he 

went.  

Then the 70 (or 72) are sent wider,to other places and this second sending is reminiscent of 

Moses appointing 70 (or 72) elders to help him with his leadership of God’s people in the 

book of Numbers, during the Exodus as they made their way to the Promised Land. The 

number is 70 in the Hebrew version of that account and 72 in the Greek version! 

So this sending out in Luke Chapter 10 isn’t accidental, but strategic. This is Luke showing us 

how God’s salvation plan is being unfolded in and through Jesus’ ministry. 

Jesus sends out these 70 (or 72) with instructions very similar to those he gave the first 12. 

Travel light- accept hospitality- stay for as long as you are welcome. 

They are to take God’s peace with them as a blessing to all who will receive it. And in doing 

so they will meet ‘people of peace’ who will share in the work of growing the kingdom. 

That’s God’s work, of course- they just have to keep listening to the Holy Spirit and try to 

keep up! 

As we pan out in this passage, we see the speed of growth and the people Jesus sends out 

and I am le ft feeling  that my expectations are often far too small and narrow. 

There is an urgency here, as those 70 head off to tell people that Jesus is coming, that God 

loves them and they can receive forgiveness and new life. 

But we so easily shrink back, tread very carefully for risk of causing offence or 

embarrassment…  

I recently heard a story of a woman who went to her local church just after her husband 

died. Because of the way someone prayed with her, and the kindness of those who spoke to 



her, she decided to have a church funeral rather than one held all at the crematorium. She 

has been going back to church on Sundays ever since. A year or so on, she has found 

comfort, hope and a new purpose in life and is about to help run a group for newcomers and 

seekers. 

The Holy Spirit moves like a gentle wind, often much more quickly than we realise. We need 

to keep moving ourselves and not hold back from sharing God’s love with others. And we 

don’t need to be experts, theologians,  people with answers… 

Because when we do step out and take a few risks, we realise that the Holy Spirit is already 

at work and the way ahead opens up. 

I know that many of you will have experienced this, but we can forget, too. 

 

Part of my Christian background is with Scripture in Scotland, where I attended beach 

mission and summer camps through my teens. I still get their regular mailings and pray for 

those activities, which make such a difference as we remember them for the rest of our 

lives. 

It was with excitement that I read in the last issue about two people who’d been involved in 

a beach mission near their home for many years – great stuff! But then they began to sense 

that God was asking them to do something new. A few weeks later they met a local church 

leader who was hoping to set up a new beach mission, on the island of Islay, but had no one 

to lead it. You can see where this is going… 

That mission began 7 years ago with 12 children and now has a regular 60, with 100 for 

some events, It has become the basis for a year-round Sunday school and youth club, and  

all the churches on the island are working together. They have found local partners- ‘people 

of peace’ we might call them, who give help ranging from  the local butcher’s free brugers 

for the beach BBQ to a builder with a ‘cherry picker’ who takes high level photos of the 



beach football! They are now at the point where the children who first came along are 

helping themselves as young leaders… how exciting. 

 

And I’m excited too that next weekend we will be hosting the diocesan youth event here in 

Brancepeth- more of that in the notices-  and we will be joining in with the great mission 

plan of God for our diocese and area. Do come and help, come and watch, come and be part 

of it. 

I began with a thank you and I’d like to end with one too.  

Thank you for all your prayers and support while I was in Guildford last weekend 

It was a bit scary, leading a retreat for 18 soon to be curates, but it was a huge privilege. It 

was also scary preaching at their ordination service last Sunday, but God gave me words and 

confidence just when I needed them and I think it went ok! Thank you for being part of this 

with me- it really made a difference.  

But it’s lovely to be ‘back home’ at St Brandon’s today. 

In some ways that time away helped me to see a bigger picture, as in today’s reading, of 

how God’s kingdom is growing all over the place. I listened to 18 unique stories of local 

churches, schools, hospitals and prisons where people’s lives are being changed by meeting 

Jesus…  

I long that we will have many such stories to tell here as we see God’s kingdom growing, 

with each of us playing our part, in this church and community  and the places where we 

live, work and  travel to the praise and glory of God.  

 

So, as say at the end of our services, let us 

Go in peace, to love and serve the Lord. 

In the name of Christ. Amen. 

 


